CHAPTER VI

IT seems probable that Takha, or Katha,  was
not a tribal name, but an appellation bestowed
upon several tribes.

The Takhas are not mentioned, either by that
name or by any of its present-day variants,
amongst the people engaged in the wars of the
Mahabharata; nor are any of these called Nagas.
People called Bahikas, Bahlikas, or Vahlikas,
however, are frequently noticed, and these are
said, by Hemachandra, to have been also called
Takhas.1

The Bahikas, or Bahlikas, were allies of the
Kauravas in the great war. They were evidently
a powerful people, who held a great extent of
country. The territories they occupied seem to
have corresponded with the dominions assigned
to the Naga rajas, and with the Takhia kingdom
of later times.

The term Bahika, or Bahlika, was evidently
not a tribal name, and its origin is uncertain.
Some have supposed that these people must have
been invaders from Balkh. They were not,

1 Lassen, Pentap. Ind., 21.